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Building the Future Now

MARCH BOOK REVIEW

4 &5
MARCH FEATURED BOOK 3
After the stimulating and provocative video shown in the Tuesday $
night class, it was suggested that we read some additional things # 6
by Marcus Borg, so | am featuring one of his books, this month
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St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon

St. Charles Parish Hall
: Friday, March 17th

1 %0,1 From 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.

& #

# Soups, salads and dessert

$5.00 per person

Proceeds to benefit the Scholarship Fund
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Sincere appreciation and grateful thanks for the library
donations left anonymously




A snapshot of life in roof. Hence the sayif’]g, “It'sthat a man could “bring homea*\i\ﬁfg.*’;*************
the 1500's? raining cats and dogs. the bgcon . They v_vould cut i
! ek off a little to share with guests  England is old and small
) . In the old days, theyand would all sit around andnd the local folks started
_ Baths consisted of a big tuBgoked in the kitchen with a'chew the fat.” running out of places to bury
filled with hot water. The manpig kettle that always hung *essrskercikersionir people. So they would dig up
of the house had the privileg@yer the fire. Every day they Bread was divided accordeoffins and would take the
of the nice clean water, thefy the fire and added things tdng to status. Workers got theones to a bone-house, and
all the other sons and mefpe pot. They ate mostly vegeburnt bottom of the loaf, thereuse the grave. When re-
then the women and finally theaples and did not get muckamily got the middle, andopening these coffins, 1 out of
children. Last of all the babiesmeat. They would eat the stewuests got the top or th&5 coffins were found to have
By then the water was so dirtYor dinner, leaving leftovers in‘upper crust”. scratch marks on the inside
you (?OU!d actually lose sor_nethe pot to get cold Overnight Fkkkk Rk R IR AIIF KK and they realized they had
one in it. Hence the sayingangd then start over the next Lead cups were used tbeen burying people alive. So
“Don't throw the ’t’)aby Outday. Sometimes stew hadrink ale or whisky. The com-they would tie a string on the
Wlig*ﬂf*gi‘it‘*‘i‘ii‘f;* food in it that had been therdination would sometimesarist of the corpse, lead it
for quite a while. Hence the&knock the imbibers out for ahrough the coffin and up
Houses had thatched rooffyme, “Peas porridge hotcouple of days. Someonéhrough the ground and tie it
(thick straw piled high) with heas porridge cold, peas powalking along the road wouldo a bell.  Someone would
no wood underneath. It wagigge in the pot nine days old."take them for dead and prepateave to sit out in the graveyard
the only place for animals to wwekercsimcrrsmerrtion them for burial. They wereall night (the “graveyard
get warm, so all the cats and gometimes they couldaid out on the kitchen tableshift”) to listen for the bell;
other small animals (micegptain pork, which made thenfor a couple of days and théhus someone could be “saved
bugs) lived in the roof. Whenfee| quite special. When visifamily would gather aroundby the bell” or was considered
it rained it became slippentors came over, they wouldind eat and drink and wait ta ..."dead ringer!”
and sometimes the animalfang up their bacon to showee if they would wake up.
would slip and fall off theoff |t was a sign of wealthHence, the custom of “holding

What will the snapshot of our time be likehomas Carlyle married his secretary, whom
he dearly loved, but was thoughtless and absorbbisiown interests and activities, treating
his wife as if she were still his employee.

Stricken with cancer, she was confined to foed long time before she died. After her
funeral, Carlyle went back to his empty house. cBisolate and grieving, he wandered
around downstairs thinking about the woman he badd. After a while he went upstairs
to her room and sat down in the chair beside ttek doe which she had been lying for
months. He realized with painful regret that hd hat sat there very often during her long
illness. He noticed her diary. While she wasalike never would have read it, but now
that she was gone, he felt free to pick it up dndrib through its pages. One entry caught
his eye: “Yesterday he spent an hour with me. Andhs like being in heaven. | love him
so much.” He turned a few more pages and reddstéined all day to hear his steps in the
hallway. And now it's late. | guess he won't cotoesee me.” Carlyle read a few more
entries and threw the book on the floor and rushdgdhrough the rain back to the cemetery.
He fell on his wife’'s grave in the mud, sobbingf tnly | had known ... if only | had
known.”

Let not our days go by so cheaply!

Blessings,
Louis



$ Wedding Announcement
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Congratulations to

Vivian and Al Hull who had theioOth Anniversaryon January 15th
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Kerygma
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